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June 2021 
NEXT MEETING: 

PLEASE NOTE THE DATE AND TIME CHANGE!! 
 

 WHEN?  Sunday, 1 August 2021 
 WHERE? Ferndale House 

TIME?  2.00pm 
WHAT? With special guest speaker Ross Bicknell, talking on the Pleione 

Orchid 
PLUS, he will have Pleione plants for sale! 

 

    
This month, well technically, it is the first of next month, we are lucky enough to have Ross 
Bicknell talking about the history and growing of Pleione orchids.  
Ross is an orchid grower, breeder and judge who lives in Lincoln, Canterbury, and works as 
a plant geneticist for Plant & Food Research, the Crown Research Institute. His talk will be 
on Pleione orchids, covering their origins, cultivation, and current progress in breeding 
these plants.  
Ross has also done a lot of his own hybridizing, and will be bringing some of these to sell.  
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Ross is touring and talking in different part of the North Island, and his last stop before 
returning home will be his talk at this special meeting.  
Pleiones come from cool parts of Asia, comprised of only a small number of species, the 
most famous one being Pleione formosana.  
Formosa is the old name for the island of Taiwan, and there is a whole native reserve set 
aside in the mountains of Taiwan for their protection.  
Although there are only around 20 species, there have been over 450 hybrids done over 
the years, which have produce larger flowers, with more colours, and generally easier 
culture. 
So, make sure you come along and find out more about these beautiful little plants, and 
maybe add some to your orchid collection as well. 
 

 
 
Plus we will have our Winter Show prize giving for those lucky enough to have won a 
trophy. 
 

 
And if you do want a tea or coffee, let’s continue to keep 
ourselves Covid-free - don’t forget your mug if you want a  
cuppa!  
 
 
 
 

Notes from the President 
 
The June meeting was all about bark, in particular pine bark, which we all use today, but 
maybe don’t really think about a lot.  
Greg gave us an insight into what bark does, and how to make sure you have got it 
prepared correctly. Thanks Greg for a very informative talk. See his notes later in the 
newsletter. 
And it was obviously a subject that interested a number of others as well, as we had three 
new members join at the meeting, so welcome to you all.  
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As mentioned in last month’s newsletter, July is a busy month in the orchid scene, as we 
have our Winter Show in early July on the 9th and 10th, plus the Waikato 60th celebrations 
and show to look forward to only a week later, and we would have been having our meeting 
the week after that, except that we now have a guest speaker coming from the South 
Island, Ross Bicknell, who can’t get here until the end of the month, so we have decided to 
move our normal meeting night, so that we can have him as our speaker. 
For the August meeting, we will be back to our regular meeting times, it was just the only 
time we could have Ross here, as he flies back to Christchurch the next day, after touring 
other parts of the North Island on his way to Auckland.  
So, this week, is the big one for us, with the Winter Show.  
We will need plants of course to help make the show, and if you can spare some time, to 
help put the show together, run it, and then take it all down again at the end.  
 
Hope to see you all at the Winter Show, and the next meeting – which, don’t forget is at the 
end of this month this time!  
 
Noel 

Welcome to new members:  
 
Fiona Mead 
 
Del Robie 
 
Colleen Chester 
 
Mavis Hook 
 

Report from the June meeting 
 
Greg gave us an insight into the use of bark, by far the most used growing media for 
orchids, but as we know, not all barks are created equally.  
Here is a summary from Greg on the treating of Kiwi Bark, probably the most readily 
available bark, to make it best suitable for a range of orchids, but which can also be applied 
to other “fresh” bark.  
 
ABOUT 
Kiwi Orchid Bark is hard, clean, uniformly graded, and suitable for growing orchids and other 

epiphytic-type plants. 

It is harvested from mature slow growth Pinus radiata trees. The further south they grow, the 
slower they grow. Slow grown trees have harder bark. 

The bark should last 3 to 5 years which is a great bonus for orchid growers as the orchid roots will 

fully develop within the bark substrate. 
PREPARATION 

It can be used out of the bag, with no soaking or washing/cleaning required. Bark tends to be 

difficult to wet initially, and you may see recommendations to pre-soak the bark. However, a newly 
repotted orchid requires less water while the root system recovers from the transplant shock. This 

initial period of semi dryness encourages the growth of new roots that are seeking out moisture. 

Keeping the root mass drier until repotting wounds seal over also prevents waterborne pathogens 

from entering the plant. 
WATER RETENTION 

After a few weeks, the bark will hold a little moisture around the roots. As the bark starts to break 

down slowly, it will begin to retain more and more moisture until it ultimately becomes spongy, at 
which point the roots are at risk of becoming sodden. 

https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiC6Zii7uLiAhUKb30KHafSBdYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://pulmonaryfibrosisnews.com/forums/forums/topic/introductions-welcome/&psig=AOvVaw0yjGeq5DYTE_H_I2fYhHHb&ust=1560391701871564
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PRE-SOAKING 

Pre-soaking bark for two days, improves its water holding capacity. The soaking removes some of 

the resins, tannins, oils and waxes, which have water-repelling properties.   
Boiling bark for 20 to 30 minutes will rapidly remove resins, tannins, oils and waxes or soaking it 

in hot water for 30 minutes for two cycles also works. Boiling the bark or doing a hot water soak 

causes delamination of the bark layers and increases moisture absorption. 
Many orchid growers report, and the main reason for that is that the orchid has outgrown its pot 

and needs to be repotted into a bigger pot, not because the orchid media has broken down.  

Fred Clark, Sunset Valley Orchids, reports that he has completed two trials of three years duration 
using Kiwi Orchid Bark on Cattleyas, Australian Dendrobiums and Paphiopedilums and reported 

the following: 

 At the end of the third year, almost no visible sign of bark decay. 

 The pH remained stable. 

 The root systems were in near perfect condition 

 Upon repotting the orchid, plants showed little setback (i.e. excellent root system), and the 

orchids quickly re-established themselves and continued to grow well. 

 KIWI ORCHID BARK IS AVAILABLE IN VARIOUS GRADED SIZES 

 No. 2 is approximately 3 to 8mm in size. Suitable for 2”-3” pot size. They are used for Disa 

and Masdevallias orchids and often used for orchids that have been deflasked. 

 No. 3 is approximately 8 to 20 mm in size. Suitable for 4” to 5” pot size. They are used for 

small to medium-sized cymbidiums, Cattleyas, Vandas and Phalaenopsis, etc. 

 No. 4 is approximately 20 to 25 mm in size. Suitable for 6” to 8” pot size. They are used for 

larger Cattleya type orchids and Cymbidium mixes. 

 No. 5 is approximately 25 to 50 mm in size. They are used for larger orchids that need to 

dry out between watering. 

 

 
Note: these notes apply to Kiwi Bark and other “fresh” bark, the other well-known orchid 
bark is Orchiata, which has been pre-composted and stabilized and is ready for use for 
orchids, and is supplied wet, with no further treatment required.  
This bark is not as readily available though as Kiwi Bark.  
 
Plants on Display 
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Plants on display compiled by Noel Townsley 
             Popular Vote: 
 

Greg & Lyn Barnes  

V. Moonlight Firefly (Twinkle x falcata)     # 
Rth. Kapura 
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Richard Legg 

Ons. Margarete Holm        2nd  
Ryc. Canyon Echo 

G & M Poffley 
Den. Peewee x Gai Ellen 

Den. Pauline Rankin (Hilda Poxon x tetragonum)    # 

Max. meleagris 
Den. contextum (syn. Doc. convoluta) 

Epi. ciliare 
C. ?? Linden 
L. rubescens 

Lnc. Splendid Drop 
L. anceps ‘lineata’ 

Den. Berry 
Brat. Orange Sherbet 

Lc. Clara Hughes (Lc. Clar Hancock x walkeriana)   # 

Yvonne Tapsell 
Epi. ciliare 

Noel Townsley 
Onc. Tsiku Marguerite 

Zga. Pine Road x Scott Peters       1st 
Brat. Dennis Kleinbach  

Oncsa. Sweet Sugar        3rd 
Plth. matudana 
 

Note: 

# = Please update your label 

 

Orchid Council Year Book 
 
The latest Yearbook is now available, and is another good read.  
If you have nominated the NZOS as your home society, we will be giving these out at the 
next meeting, or can pick it up at the Winter Show.  
Make sure you get your copy.  
 

2021 FUTURE PROGRAMME AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

9-10 July 2021 – NZOS Winter Show - Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 
17-18 July 2021 – Waikato OS 60th Jubilee & Show 

 
21 July 2021 – Meeting Night – POSTPONED to 1 August 
 
1 August 2021 - 2pm, Ferndale House – Special meeting with guest speaker Ross 
     Bicknell on Pleiones, plus Winter Show prize-giving 
 
18 August 2021 – Meeting Night – Ferndale House. Slab culture. 
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4 September 2021 – South Auckland OS Show – Pukekohe War Memorial Hall  
       (set up is in the afternoon of 3 September) 
 
15 September 2021 – Meeting Night – Ferndale House (given the proximity to ours, 
      and many other shows, we may cancel this one) 
 
17-18 September 2021 – NZOS Spring Show - Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 
20 October 2021 – Meeting Night – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 
6-7 November 2021 – North Shore OS Sarcochilus Show (setup is 5 November) 
 
17 November 2021 – Meeting Night – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 

And looking ahead into 2022: 
 

30 April 2022 – NZOS Autumn Show – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 

NZOS Subscription Renewal 
 
And if you haven’t done it already, it is time to renew your subscription.  
We did not ask for a subscription last year due to the uncertainty with Covid, but hopefully 
as this year progresses, we will get back to normal again – so far so good anyway. 
As cheques have been phased out by most banks at the end of May, we can no longer 
accept payment by this method. 
 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

  Membership Renewal 
The subscription for the 2021 – 2022 year was due by April 30th 2021. 

  There are no forms to fill out unless your details have changed.  
Please pay your $30 by cash at the meeting or preferably by 

direct credit to our Bank account number 06-0115-0179194-00 

 
 

 

 


