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NEXT MEETING:
WHEN?
Wednesday, 18 August 2021
WHERE?
Ferndale House
TIME?
7.30pm
WHAT?
Slab culture (or rafting) of your orchids with Anjo McKernan

This month, we have Anjo talking about
growing your orchids on a slab (or as some call
it “rafting” your orchid.
Most orchids do well in a pot, but you have to
remember this is not how they grow naturally,
and some just seem to have a natural
preference, and do so much better, when they
are attached to an old tree branch, or a piece
of ponga.
Some are better for this than others, so Anjo
will be telling us which plants do well, and
about how to overcome the first and most
testing bit, how to get those plants attached
and growing on a slab, and how to look after
them once they are attached.
Rafted plants not only look great, but they also
provide you with extra room on your benches,
as these plants can then be hung up in the
shade house.
So, make sure you come along and find out how best to get your plants growing and
flowering using this method of growing.
If you want to bring a plant and something to put it on, Anjo will also help you get your plant
started as well.
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And if you do want a tea or coffee, let’s continue to keep ourselves
Covid-free - don’t forget your mug if you want a cuppa!

Notes from the President
First of all, a big thank you to all those that helped with our Winter Show in early July,
either with set-up, or with contributing plants to the show. It is your drive and enthusiasm
that creates these events for the public to enjoy.
And this was another very popular show with the public, with a queue of people standing
outside the doors at the opening time of 10.00am (with the first arriving at 9.05am!).
Plant numbers were down a little at this show, but there was still an excellent show for the
public to see, and appreciate the amazing variety of orchids that exists, and we also had
several new people join the club, so that was a great bonus.
I am still amazed that despite all the years we have been running this show, I still hear
comments like “I never knew there were so many different types of orchids” from those
attending.
Our guest speaker for July’s (delayed) meeting, was Ross Bicknell, who gave a very clear
and informative talk about growing Pleione orchids, and we even roped him in to do some
of the plant commentary. We had a number of visitors from other clubs, and it ended up
being an enjoyable afternoon for all I am sure.
For the August meeting, we will be back to our regular meeting time, and this time we will
have Anjo McKernan talking about how to grow your orchids on slabs. Something that is
well worth a go at, so come along and find out how to do it from an expert.
Looking a little further ahead, we will be putting on a display at the Waitakere Orchid Club
at the end of August, and then, looking ahead to September, we have another big one for
us, with the Spring Show.
Please note too, that with the proximity of September’s meeting night to the show, the
executive have decided to cancel this meeting.
And sadly, I have to report, the passing of one of our old members, Brian Main, a keen
Phalaenopsis grower and hybridizer.
Hope to see you all at the next meeting this month.
Noel
Welcome to new members:
Bruce Fraser
Julie Haywood
Bronwyn Lewis
Helen Li
Erin Owen
Liu Pui-Kwan
Victor Vipond
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Report from the July (well, we’ll call it July) meeting
I know it was on the 1st of August, but it only just
missed July, and if July had 32 days instead of 31,
then it would have been July anyway.
So, at our July(ish) meeting, we were lucky enough
to have as our guest speak Ross Bicknell from the
other side of Cook Straight, to talk to us on his
beloved Pleione Orchids.
He gave an insight into how these orchids, which
come from Asian countries such as Japan and
Taiwan, grow in their home environment, where,
despite coming from relatively warm countries, they
actually grow very cold, even experiencing snow
conditions.
This is why they like the cold (but dry) environment
of winter, to get them to trigger flowering. At the
same time as the new shoot for the year is coming
through, so are new roots, and once the roots have
extended into the potting medium, they need plenty
of water, and will take plenty of fertilizer, to get those new growths into large bulbs, so they
die down again with a good food reserve, ready to produce next year’s flower crop.
Plants on Display
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Plants on display compiled by Noel Townsley
Popular Vote:
Greg & Lyn Barnes
C. harpophylla
C. endsfeldzii
Hwra. Lava Burst
Cal. vestita
C. angereri x Ctt. Trick or Treat
C. Pure Soul x Pure Soul (Dubiosa x Stephen Oliver Fouraker)
C. Leroy’s Star (Pole Star x WOC Jungle Spirit)
Richard Legg
Ctt. Bridal Beauty
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Paph. F. C. Puddle
Paph. Hilo Citron
Paph. Rosy Dawn
Coel. Unchained Melody
Lana Parsons
Fdk. After Dark
Den. Grahame’s Glory (Richard’s Glory x Graeme Banks) x speciosum
Pths. truncata
C. Pice Magic ‘Solar Place’
Pb. Heathii
Rdza. decora
Masd. Susan
Yvonne Tapsell
Cym. Unknown
Alcra. Peggy Ruth Carpenter
C. C. G. Roebling
Masd. unknown
Onc. Promising John (*) (maybe Promising Gold?) x Safety Beach
Den. Valley Isle
Den. Starbright Corona (Ranger x Louise’s Rainbow)
Den. unknown
2nd
Noel Townsley
Onc. Tsiku Marguerite
Den. Hilda Poxon
Cym. Owzat ‘Bonza’
Den. Colonial Maid
R & S Tucker
Onc. Tiger Crow
Rth. Roy’s Magic ‘Bayswater’
C. Hawaiian Splash ‘Lea’
Ist
Onc. Carolyn Woolfe
Onc. Petite Lace x Laysa
Rth. Burana Beauty x C. Spotty
Villa Orchids
Paph. Magic Dust
Paph. Red Valor
Paph. Kimberley Szabo
Note:
# = please update your label
(*) – no such species/hybrid registered or found
We need Your Plants
The NZOS will putting on a display at the Waitakere Orchid Show
again this year, so we will need plants to help with that display,
A table has been set aside for us, so please bring your plants to
the setup (26 Aug, between 9am and 11.30am). I plan to put it all
together around 11.30am as judges commences in the afternoon.
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Report from the NZOS Winter Show
Set up was on Friday, and we managed to get it all up and running, although there was a
time when I didn’t think the promised extra tables from the Auckland Council were going to
arrive, but they did eventually. Judging followed in the late afternoon, and then it was home
to recharge the batteries for the opening to the public the next morning.
And that started with an explosion of people through the door, with a line of people
stretching from the door, out onto the road, around the side of the hall, all the way along to
the next set of doors at the other end of the building. However, as the day progressed, it
slowed down, and I was able to go around and take some pictures.
The sales tables were all doing a brisk business, and there were a number of positive
comments from the public on the day, making it yet another successful show.
Here are some of the winners, and other plants on display:
Grand Champion

Grand champion of the show went to Rossioglossum Rawdon Jester ‘Great Bee’ grown by
Roy & Lee Neale. This is a plant seldom seen, and was a spectacular flower, coming from a
still quite small, young plant.
+++++++++
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Best Cattleya

C. Hawaiian Splash ‘Lea’, grown by Lito Teope.
+++++++++
Champion Paphiopedilum

Paph. Pavatree ‘Philip Ore’ grown by Lito Teope
+++++++++
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Champion Miniature/Intermediate Cymbidium
&
Armstrong Trophy: Best First Flowering Cymbidium Seedling

Cym. goeringii x Olymilum ‘White Elf’ grown by Phillip Zhou
+++++++++
Carolyn Scholes Trophy: Best Phalaenopsis

Phal. Sogo Yukidian grown by Ross & Susan Tucker
+++++++++
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Jean Allen Trophy: Most Outstanding Novice Cymbidium

Cym. unknown grown by new member Fiona Mead
+++++++++
Other plants on Display

Page 9

New Zealand Orchid Society

July 2021

Page 10

New Zealand Orchid Society

July 2021

Well done to all the winners.
Vale: Brian Main
Sadly I have to report the passing of one of our old and past supportive members, Brian
Main.
Brian really started into orchids once he retired, and although he grew a number of different
orchids, it was the Phalaenopsis that really took his fancy, and he eventually became the
NZ agent for Livingston’s Orchids in California.
As an engineer, Brian put those skills he learnt in that profession, into creating the best
growing conditions he could, to get his seedlings growing quickly, and so flowering, with
sophisticated systems for lighting, watering etc.
Brian was the originator and registerer of 6 hybrids, and of those 6, 4 of these hybrids were
awarded, and in 2 instances, with more than one seedling from the cross receiving an
award. A pretty impressive strike rate.
Those awards were for Phal. Beejay's Fancy ‘Callum’ HCC/NZOS,Phal. Beejay's Fancy
‘Ken’ AM/NZOS, Phal. Beejay's Delight ‘Primo’ AM/NZOS, Phal. Beejay's Lullaby ‘Jean’
HCC/NZOS, Phal. Etherege Snow ‘Jean’ AM/NZOS.
Brian was also involved with the organizing of the 1990 World Orchid Conference held in
Auckland, and was a regular exhibitor at our shows.
Our condolences to Brian’s family.
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Phal. Beejay's Fancy ‘Ken

Phal. Beejay's Lullaby ‘Jean’

And in other news
I have just been advised that, a member from way back, who some of our old members
may recall, Gary George, has also passed away.
Although he has not been a member for a long time, Gary was very active years ago in the
club, and it was he that first introduced me to the NZ Orchid Society, gave me a few orchids
to start my collection, and would ferry me, and another friend, to the NZOS meetings, at that
time held at the AHC rooms on Symonds St, as I was still too young to have a driver’s
license then.
And if memory serves he correct, he was the first ever recipient of the Ken Blackman
Award.
Gary also put in a brief appearance at our 75th Birthday Celebrations, and came to the
occasional NZOS show at the Mt. Albert Show.
Waikato Orchid Society Turns 60
Congratulations to the Waikato Orchid
Society turning 60 last year.
Unfortunately, due to Covid, their
celebrations had to be delayed until this
year, so it became their 60th year
celebrations instead. None the less, it all
went off well, with a special preview to the
show on Saturday for registrants for the
celebratory lunch. The show was then
opened to the public on the Sunday.
The venue was the fantastic Hamilton
Botanical Gardens – well worth a visit on its
own, but combine that with one of their
orchid shows, and you can spend an
enjoyable day there.
There was a special 60th cake, and this was
cut by three Waikato Orchid Society’s
original members, one of those being Rae
James, who is also a NZOS member.
There were a number of NZOS members at
the celebrations, and a number of sellers
from around the North Island at the show to
temp us into getting a few more plants.
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Unfortunately the weather was not the best, but it was a great day for all those who
attended, with great company, and a nice show to view as well.
Here are a few plants on display at the show:
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Congratulations to the
Waikato Orchid Society on
their 60 years.

Orchid Council Year Book
The latest Yearbook is now available, and is another good read.
If you have nominated the NZOS as your home society, we will be giving these out at the
next meeting.
Make sure you get your copy.
2021 FUTURE PROGRAMME AND UPCOMING EVENTS
18 August 2021 – Meeting Night – Ferndale House. Slab culture with Anjo.
27 & 28 August 2021 – Waitakere Orchid Club Show (set-up 26 August)
4 September 2021 – South Auckland OS Show – Pukekohe War Memorial Hall
(set up is in the afternoon of 3 September)
15 September 2021 – Meeting Night – CANCELLED
17-18 September 2021 – NZOS Spring Show - Mt Albert War Memorial Hall
26 September 2021 – North Shore Orchid Society Show
16 October 2021 – Howick Orchid Society Show
20 October 2021 – Meeting Night – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall
6-7 November 2021 – North Shore OS Sarcochilus Show (setup is 5 November)
17 November 2021 – Meeting Night – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall
And looking ahead into 2022:
30 April 2022 – NZOS Autumn Show – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall
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NZOS Subscription Renewal
And if you haven’t done it already, it is time to renew your subscription.
We did not ask for a subscription last year due to the uncertainty with Covid, but hopefully
as this year progresses, we will get back to normal again – so far so good anyway.
As cheques have been phased out by most banks at the end of May, we can no longer
accept payment by this method.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Membership Renewal

The subscription for the 2021 – 2022 year was due by April 30th 2021.
There are no forms to fill out unless your details have changed.
Please pay your $30 by cash at the meeting or preferably by
direct credit to our Bank account number 06-0115-0179194-00
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