
The New Zealand Orchid Society’s 75th Anniversary Show 
and mini-Conference 

 

What you need to know 
 

 

The New Zealand Orchid Society is turning 75.  
To celebrate this, we are having a special show and mini-conference. Both will be held over the 2 days of Friday 12 
May and Saturday 13 May 2023. 
 

This is how the event will run:  
Thursday 11 May 2023 – set up the show from 8am. Judging in the afternoon from 3pm 
Friday 12 May 2023 – show open to the public from 10am to 4pm.  

Day 1 of the conference 10.00am to 4.00pm. Dinner from 6.00pm.  
Saturday 13 May 2023 - show open to the public from 10am to 4pm.  

Day 2 of the conference 10.00am to 3.00pm.  
Dismantling of the show from 4.00pm.  

 
All orchid clubs and their members are invited to participate in the show and the conference.  
Please refer to the accompanying registration form for prices for the conference and dinner.  
 

Conference speakers – “The Aussie Trio”   
 

 
 
 
 
           Cym. Aussie Trio 

 

We have secured three top speakers from Australia for our conference: 
  

Clive Halls. Clive will be familiar to all those who have been around orchids for a while, and will 
need no real introduction. He has run Mt Beenak Orchids in Melbourne for several decades, 
growing a variety of orchids, but most notably, Masdevallias, Oncidiums (Odonts), Zygopetalums, 
and lately, Sarcochilus. His Masdevallia hybrid Rein Touch has received 21 awards to date, and 
another Masdevallia Strip King, 17 awards so far. In all, his hybridising has resulted in nearly 190 
awards. Clive has even had a Masdevallia and a Miltoniopsis named after him. He is an excellent 

speaker, and comes with a wealth of knowledge on both growing and hybridising of his favourite orchids.  
 

David Banks. David will be well known to many as he has been here before.  

He has all new talks to present to us on his visit this time.  
David has talked extensively throughout Australasia and America, as well as at World Orchid 
Conferences. He has written many articles for Orchids Australia, where he served five years as 
Editorial Consultant, and until recently was Editor of the Australian Orchid Review.   
David has been growing orchids for over 30 years. He is a Past President of the Orchid Species 
Society of New South Wales, Past President and a Life Member of the Parramatta and District 

Orchid Society. David has served on the Council of the Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS), and was bestowed 
Life Membership from ANOS in 2002.  
A keen photographer, he has had over 1000 of his images published to date.  
Although David is known for his native orchid work in particular, less well know is that he has also created a number 
of hybrids, particularly amongst the Paphiopedilums and Gomesas.  
David’s first book, Tropical Orchids of Southeast Asia, was published in 1999. Since then, other books have followed, 
including The Orchids of the Philippines (in conjunction with Jim Cootes), Orchids of Australia, as well as some more 
general books on growing orchids, aimed more at those starting out in orchids.  
He is currently working on another orchid book to be published later this year on orchid species of the world, with 
over 3500 images, which I am sure he will be happy to tell you about.  



Should you have any questions in regards to any of the above, please refer them in the first instance to: 
nzosinfo@gmail.com 

 

Michael Coker. Michael is a commercial lawyer by day, and runs Boutique Orchids by night. 
Although his father was a commercial orchid grower, Michael is probably best described as a 
very keen hobby grower. So keen that he bought the house next door to him, demolished it, 
and built two more large orchid houses on it, bringing the total orchid houses now to 6.  
Starting in 1978, he now grows around 5000 orchids, covering 165 genera, but has a particular 
interest in Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums. He is currently President of the Orchid 
Societies Council of Victoria (OSCOV), President of the North East Melbourne Orchid Society, 

Vice-President of the Orchid Species Society of Victoria, as well as a member of a number of other Melbourne 
clubs.  Michael is a regular guest speaker at Orchid Societies in Victoria and has also undertaken a number of 
international speaking engagements.  He is a fully accredited Judge in the OSCOV Judging Panel. Michael has been 
awarded around 40 quality and culture awards from the OSCOV Panel and has won 12 categories in the OSCOV 
Victorian Orchids of the Year in the last 6 years. 
 
Location 
 The Western Springs Garden Community Halls are located at 956 Great North Road, Western Springs, Auckland.  
They are only four hundred meters from Exit 6 (St Lukes Rd, Zoo/MOTAT) on the Twin Coast Discovery Highway 
(SH16).  
The complex consists of 2 halls. The larger hall will be housing the show, the second, and slightly smaller hall will be 
where the conference will take place, and where the dinner will also be held.  
 
Transport 
There is ample parking at the venue itself if you are driving.  
There are a number of different taxi companies available, as well as Uber.  
Should you wish to go by bus, then any bus that says it stops at, or passes the Auckland Zoo or MOTAT, will therefore 
be stopping at Western Springs.  
 
Accommodation 
There is little accommodation that is very near the Western Springs venue in the way of hotels/motels.  
Most, as in any city or town, are located in or around the CBD. 
Look at Bookings.com, Expedia, or any of the other accommodation websites for accommodation that suits your 
budget, alternatively you may well find accommodation closer to the venue with something like Air B’n’B.  
 
Things to do  
There are many things to see and do in Auckland, all are dependent on how long you are staying.  
Immediately across the road from the venue you can take a leisurely stroll around Western Springs itself, and there 
is the Auckland Zoo, the Museum of Transport and Technology (MOTAT), and the newly renovated MOTAT Aviation 
Hall located around the Springs, and all within walking distance of the show and conference.  
In the city itself are things like the Auckland Museum, the Art Gallery, WETA Workshop Unleashed, the Viaduct 
Basin, or you could take a trip on a ferry to historic Devonport, or to Rangitoto or Waiheke Islands.  
Further afield is the Waitakere Ranges and the west coast’s black sand beaches of Piha, Bethels, and Muriwai.  
 

 


