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NEXT MEETING: 
 WHEN?  Wednesday, 15 March 2023 

 WHERE? Meeting location: Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall, 3B Wairere Ave,  
Mt Albert (Next to our old haunt, the Mt Albert War Memorial Hall)  

TIME?  7.30pm 
WHAT? Understanding the Computerized Judging System with Martin Bonham 

and a review of the 2022 NZOS Awards with Terry Austin 
 

We have a computerized judging system that is operated 
by Martin Bonham. This system will be used at the 75th 
Show, and I am sure will also be in use at the National 
Show this year, as it has been in the past. It makes the job 
of tracking plants, tally up the winners for things like a 
points prize, and statistics all that much easier than it was 
when it was all being done manually. Understanding how it 
works will give you a better appreciation of what is involved 
in judging, and also, how best to fill out entry cards to keep 
the process running smoothly. 
  
And as covid has receded into the background and more shows were had in 2022, we also had an 
increased number of plants that the NZOS was able to award.  
So, Terry will run through the plants that were awarded last year, and give you the short list of plants 
that will be considered for the Geoff Laird Orchid of the Year award for 2022.  
 

Notes from the President 
 
I have been overseas for the last two weeks, which is in part why this newsletter is coming to you 
later than normal, and why it will also be a bit shorter than usual. 
Last month we had our first garden visit and meeting for the year at the Barnes’s home. A small 
group was there to see the plants on display and then view an interesting talk on leafless orchids.  
Early March, the Waitakere Orchid Club had their ribbon show. Unfortunately I wasn’t able to make 
it this time, as I was still away, but I trust it went well for them, and I am sure some of you will have 
contributed plants to the show.  
This month we have Martin and Terry talking on two different aspects of judging, how the 
computerized system works, and also the plants that we awarded last year.  
Progress on the 75th celebrations continue, with 3 quality overseas speakers now confirmed, and 
with the information now out with the other clubs around NZ, registrations are starting to come in, so 
make sure you get your in early to get the cheaper rate and secure a place.  

The New Zealand Orchid 
Society Inc. 
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And we now have more details about the National Show coming up in September at Mystery Creek 
in Hamilton – refer to the item later in the newsletter.  
 
Hope to see you all at the next meeting.  
 
Noel 

 
Report from the February Meeting 
 
A small band of members gathered at Greg & Lyn’s for a look at how they were growing their plants, 
the plants on display, an excellent dinner, and to view the American Orchid Society’s webinar on 
Leafless Orchids.  
Not only are there a much larger number of leafless orchids than I imagined, but some genera had 
species that had amongst them, both leafed and leafless species – for example the Vanilla orchids 
have 5 species within their group that are leafless.  
Also interesting was that sometimes these leafless orchids would produce a vestigial leaf or two, 
perhaps influenced by the growing environment at the time.  
Some examples of leafless orchids are shown below. Perhaps the most well know of those, and the 
subject of the book ‘The Orchid Thief’, is the “Ghost Orchid” found in the Florida swamps.   
 

     
   The leafless Chiloschista usnoides    Dendrophylax lindenii     Vanilla aphylla 
One of the 19 species of Chiloschista    The “Ghost Orchid”      One of 5 leafless Vanilla orchids 
 
As well there were some plants on display:  
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A big thank you to Greg and Lyn for hosting us on the day.  

 

Orchids and More – Mystery Creek  
 
As you will be aware, this year is also the year of the National Orchid 
Show. This year it will be in Hamilton, and more particularly, at Mystery 
Creek.  
As it is within relatively easy reach of Auckland, you can either go to the 
show for a day trip, or opt to stay longer, and attend the accompanying 
conference.  
For all the latest, follow the link here: 
https://orchidsandmore2023.wordpress.com/2023/02/19/orchids-more-
newsletter-2/ts (wordpress.com) 
The NZOS will be mounting a display at this show again too, so, we will 
need your plants to help with the display, and assistance with the display 
itself as well would be much appreciated, if you are able.  
And who knows, maybe your plants might be one of the class or show champions as well? 

 

NZOS Members Photographic Competition 
 
Following on from Dennis’s talk last year, we have decided to have a 
photographic competition, which will run through to the end of October 2023. 
That will give you a number of shows that you can attend in the meantime to 
gather photographs from, as well as from your own plants that will hopefully 
flower over the coming months.  
There will be a maximum of 3 photographs that can be submitted from each 
NZOS member, the only criteria is that the photograph’s subject must be an 
orchid (can be a single flower or a flower spike), or a number of orchids 
together.  
Whilst you can submit them to me at any time, I would suggest just hang onto them and submit 
them to me closer to the deadline, just in case you subsequently take a better one!  
I will remind you closer to the time so you don’t miss out.  
There will be a prize for the best photograph, possibly a chocolate fish, or it is even possible there 
could be something more substantial.  
Although he doesn’t know it yet, I am hoping that Dennis will be our judge for the competition.  

 

Coming up 75 Years – an Update 
 

Orchids%20&%20More%20Newsletter%202%20|%20Orchids%20&%20More%20–%20Rare%20&%20Exotic%20Plants%20(wordpress.com)
Orchids%20&%20More%20Newsletter%202%20|%20Orchids%20&%20More%20–%20Rare%20&%20Exotic%20Plants%20(wordpress.com)


New Zealand Orchid Society  February 2023 

 

Page 4 

 

Make sure you don’t miss these great speakers for our mini conference in celebration of 75 years. 
 

Our Conference speakers – “The Aussie Trio”  
  

Clive Halls. Clive will be familiar to all those who have been around 
orchids for a while, and will need no real introduction. He has run 
Mt Beenak Orchids in Melbourne for several decades, growing a 

variety of orchids, but most notably, Masdevallias, Oncidiums 
(Odonts), Zygopetalums, and lately, Sarcochilus. His Masdevallia 

hybrid Rein Touch has received 21 awards to date, and another 
Masdevallia Strip King, 17 awards so far. In all, his hybridising has resulted in 

nearly 190 awards. Clive has even had a Masdevallia and a Miltoniopsis named 
after him. He is an excellent speaker, and comes with a wealth of knowledge on 
both growing and hybridising of his favourite orchids.  

 
David Banks. David will be well known to many as he has been 

here before.  
He has all new talks to present to us on his visit this time.  

David has talked extensively throughout Australasia and America, 
as well as at World Orchid Conferences. He has written many 
articles for Orchids Australia, where he served five years as 

Editorial Consultant, and until recently was Editor of the 
Australian Orchid Review.   

David has been growing orchids for over 30 years. He is a Past President of the 
Orchid Species Society of New South Wales, Past President and a Life Member of 

the Parramatta and District Orchid Society. David has served on the Council of the 
Australasian Native Orchid Society (ANOS), and was bestowed Life Membership 
from ANOS in 2002.  

A keen photographer, he has had over 1000 of his images published to date.  
Although David is known for his native orchid work in particular, less well know is 

that he has also created a number of hybrids, particularly amongst the 
Paphiopedilums and Gomesas.  

David’s first book, Tropical Orchids of Southeast Asia, was published in 1999. 
Since then, other books have followed, including The Orchids of the Philippines (in 

conjunction with Jim Cootes), Orchids of Australia, as well as some more general 
books on growing orchids, aimed more at those starting out in orchids.  

He is currently working on another orchid book to be published later this year on 
orchid species of the world, with over 3500 images, which I am sure he will be 
happy to tell you about.  

 
Michael Coker. Michael is a commercial lawyer by day, and runs 

Boutique Orchids by night. Although his father was a commercial 
orchid grower, Michael is probably best described as a very keen 

hobby grower. So keen that he bought the house next door to 
him, demolished it, and built two more large orchid houses on it, 
bringing the total orchid houses now to 6.  

Starting in 1978, he now grows around 5000 orchids, covering 
165 genera, but has a particular interest in Paphiopedilums and Phragmipediums. 

He is currently President of the Orchid Societies Council of Victoria (OSCOV), 
President of the North East Melbourne Orchid Society, Vice-President of the 

Orchid Species Society of Victoria, as well as a member of a number of other 
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Melbourne clubs.  Michael is a regular guest speaker at Orchid Societies in 
Victoria and has also undertaken a number of international speaking 

engagements.  He is a fully accredited Judge in the OSCOV Judging Panel. 
Michael has been awarded around 40 quality and culture awards from the OSCOV 
Panel and has won 12 categories in the OSCOV Victorian Orchids of the Year in 

the last 6 years. 
All three are great speakers with a wealth of knowledge to call upon.   
 

Remember, if you have some old memorabilia from the past, make sure you keep this and 
bring it along to this event.  
 

A Brief meetup with one of our Speakers, David Banks 
 
While I was in Sydney last week I had a brief catch-up with one of our speakers, David Banks. He 
very kindly showed me some of his orchid collection - very extensive, and with many unusual 
species – and then we went for a bit of a tiki-tour into the Blue Mountains in pursuit of some native 
orchids. Unfortunately this is not the time of the year (just like NZ), when many are in flower, but we 
still managed to find a few.  

     
Ptst. crebra    Sarco. falcatus    Cym. suave 

   Note the flower spike under the leaf  on right      Growing in an old tree stump  
 
Mt. Wilson (below) is in the Blue Mountains, and with a eucalyptus forest on the lower part, and a 
small rainforest canopy on top, it enables it to host many orchids requiring quite different habitats. 

 
David will be at our special 75th Autumn Show in May. 
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2022/2023 FUTURE PROGRAMME AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Please note, there may have been some changes of venue since the last newsletter due to 

the Auckland Council’s booking system, check here 

 

15 March 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

19 April 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

12 May 2023 – NZOS 75th Year Celebration Dinner – Western Springs Garden  
                         Community Hall 2 
 

11-13 May 2023 NZOS 75th & Autumn Show – Western Springs Garden Community Hall 1 
 

17 May 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night - Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

21 June 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

7-8 July 2023 - NZOS Winter Show – Western Springs Garden Community Hall 
 

19 July 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 
16 August 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

8-9 September 2023 - NZOS Spring Show – Western Springs Garden Community Hall 
 

20 September 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

29 Sep – 1 Oct 2023 – National Show, “Orchids & More” – Mystery Creek, Hamilton 
 

18 October 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

15 November 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

27 January 2024 – Orchid Fair – Western Springs Garden Community Hall 
 

 


