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NEXT MEETING: 
 WHEN?  Wednesday, 15 February 2023 
 WHERE? 222 Kilkenny Drive, East Tamaki Heights, Auckland 

TIME?  5.30pm onwards – see more details below 
WHAT? Garden Visit and more  
 

Often, we have started the New Year with a garden visit instead of a meeting in a hall, and so this 
first “meeting” for the year will be the same. 
So, this is the plan:  
5.30pm to around 7.00pm – general get together to view plants and see Greg & Lyn’s growing 
conditions. If you only have a small area to grow your plants in, then it will give you a good idea 
what you can achieve within a relatively small area.  
Around 7.00pm, break for a meal. 
Following the meal, we will then sit down to watch a webinar entitled “Leafless Orchids”, about the 
growing of these particular types of orchids.  

 

The NZOS will provide the main meal, but if members can please bring some finger food to go with it, 
that would be much appreciated.  
 
Here is how to find Greg & Lyn:  
An easy way to find their home, if you are coming off the motorway exit at Highbrook Drive, is just 
continue along Highbrook Drive itself, continue driving straight ahead, never turning off, and 
eventually the road name changes to Allens Rd, then Smales Rd, and then finally to Kilkenny Dr. 
and look for No. 222 on your right. It is a corner section.  

The New Zealand Orchid 
Society Inc. 
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Hopefully we will see you all there.  
 

Notes from the President 
 
I do hope you are all enjoying the wonderful summer weather we have been having – well at least it 
has been warmer, otherwise one would have been forgiven for thinking it was winter.  
The recent deluge of water has had a major effect around the North Island, and in Auckland. My 
backyard is currently wetter and muddier than it is in winter. My granddaughter thinks it is great fun, 
not me though, as I am still having to put on gumboots to get to my orchids.  
I didn’t get flooded, but as I also do a community patrol around where I live, I have certainly seen 
some that have. Hopefully none of you are having to deal with that.  
That heavy rain and subsequent flooding unfortunately occurred the day before our scheduled 
Orchid Fair. With the hall booked, people organized, and nothing from the council to say we weren’t 
to use the hall, we decided to have the Fair anyway. 
Numbers of people attending of course were down understandably, but there was still a number of 
interesting plants to view, and one was even awarded.  
Coming up this month, instead of our monthly meeting in the hall, it will instead be a garden visit, a 
bit of a get-together, and an opportunity to view an interesting webinar.  
And then, early next month the Waitakere Orchid Club have their ribbon show (see calendar below). 
If anyone wishes to put plants into this show and needs a Show Schedule, just let me know.  
Progress on the 75th celebrations continue, with 3 quality overseas speakers now confirmed, so we 
will forward out registration forms to members and to other clubs very shortly.  
More details, times etc, will be provided at that time, including a dinner on the Friday night, and a 2 
day show instead of our normal one day show.  
What I can say is, this will be one not to be missed!  
 
Noel 
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Report from the Orchid Fair at Western Springs 
 

 
Following the success of our first ever Orchid Fair in January last year, we 
decided to hold another one again this year. What we couldn’t foresee was that 
summer became winter the day before the event.  
Despite the low turnout from the public - no surprise given the circumstances - 

there were still a number of interesting plants on display, as shown below:  
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We did have prizes for first, second, and third, as shown here:  
 

 

First  
Ctsm. Christine Chowning 'Ronnie' AM/NZOS 

Owner: Barry Baxter 
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         Second                      Third 

                     C. Luminosa     Paph. unknown 
 Owner: Rossy Fleischer    Owner: Greg & Lyn Barnes 
 

A big thank you to all those that helped put this event together on the day.  
 

Welcome to new member:  
 
 
Michael MacDonald 
 
 
 

NZOS Ratified Awards 
 
Plant      Owner     Award 

Ctsm.  Christine Chowning 'Ronnie' Barry Baxter       AM 
 

interested on Paphipedilums? - An invitation to NZOS Members  
 
The Paphiopedilum Alliance are having a meeting at Greg & Lyn’s place (see how to find them 
above), and have extended an invitation to NZOS members who might want to attend.  
These are the details:  

Date: Saturday 18 February 2023 
RSVP by email required: info@bioleaf.co.nz 

mailto:info@bioleaf.co.nz
https://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiC6Zii7uLiAhUKb30KHafSBdYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://pulmonaryfibrosisnews.com/forums/forums/topic/introductions-welcome/&psig=AOvVaw0yjGeq5DYTE_H_I2fYhHHb&ust=1560391701871564
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Lyn's mobile number: 027 453 0023 

Please bring a plate of eats and something to sit on. 
Programme: 
Feel free to bring any Paph plants you want to sell or swap. 
 2:00 pm: Meet and greet 
2:30 pm: Video – Paphs! Their care and understanding with Dave Sorokowsky.  
Dave and Stacy own Paph Paradise. They have 20 years of experience growing and breeding top-quality 
orchids with close to 100 AOS and CSA awards. 
 PS: This is a very informative video in which Dave shares many tips about growing Paphs. 

 
3:30 pm: Discussion/questions about the topics covered in the video. 
4:00 pm: Afternoon tea, plant sales, fellowship, etc. 
 
Presentation title: Don't fear slippers. The answers to the question" Why can't I grow Paphs??? 

General Culture 
• Watering, Potting Media, Fertiliser, Pests & Diseases 

 The easy ones 
• Maudiae, Comples, Multiflorals, Parvis, Species 

Moderately easy ones 
• Brachys, Species 

Kids, don't try this alone 
• Mostly species 

If you are interested, please let them know you are coming. 
 

NZOS Members Photographic Competition 
 
Following on from Dennis’s talk last year, we have decided to have a 
photographic competition, which will run through to the end of October 2023. 
That will give you a number of shows that you can attend in the meantime to 
gather photographs from, as well as from your own plants that will hopefully 
flower over the coming months.  
There will be a maximum of 3 photographs that can be submitted from each 
NZOS member, the only criteria is that the photograph’s subject must be an 
orchid (can be a single flower or a flower spike), or a number of orchids together.  
Whilst you can submit them to me at any time, I would suggest just hang onto them and submit 
them to me closer to the deadline, just in case you subsequently take a better one!  
I will remind you closer to the time so you don’t miss out.  
There will be a prize for the best photograph, possibly a chocolate fish, or it is even possible there 
could be something more substantial.  
Although he doesn’t know it yet, I am hoping that Dennis will be our judge for the competition.  
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Coming up 75 Years – an Update 
 

As you are hopefully already aware, this year is the 75th Anniversary 
of the formation of the New Zealand Orchid Society, so we are going 
to have a celebratory evening and event to commemorate this 
occasion.  
This will be in association with the Autumn Show, but will include a lot 
more than usual. 
So, here is some more detail I can share with you.   
As you will be aware, this will be held at Western Springs Garden 
Community Halls, making use of both halls, the larger one for the 
show to the public and will be open on 12 & 13 May, and the smaller 
hall (where we had some of our meetings last year), for a 2-day 
conference on the same days, and a trip down Memory Lane on the 

night of 12 May, which will also be a celebratory dinner. 
 

We have secured Clive Halls (Mt Beenak Orchids) from Melbourne to talk, and David Banks from 
Sydney, and now just confirmed, Michael Coker as well, to round it out as an “Aussie Trio”. 
All three are great speakers with a wealth of knowledge to call upon.   
 

Remember, if you have some old memorabilia from the past, make sure you keep this and 
bring it along to this event.  
 

2022/2023 FUTURE PROGRAMME AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Please note, there are some changes of venue since the last newsletter  

15 February 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Meeting/Garden visit – details in newsletter above 
 

4 March 2023 - Waitakere Orchid Club Ribbon Show (open to public 1-3pm) Whenuapai  
  Village Hall 
 

15 March 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

19 April 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

12 May 2023 – NZOS 75th Year Celebration Dinner – Western Springs Garden  
                         Community Hall 2 
 

11-13 May 2023 NZOS 75th & Autumn Show – Western Springs Garden Community Hall 1 
 

17 May 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night - Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

21 June 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 

 


