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October 2022 

 

NEXT MEETING: 
 WHEN?  Wednesday 16 November 2022 
 WHERE? Western Springs Garden Community Hall 

TIME?  7.30pm 
WHAT? Philip Zhou – Orchid Breeding - East Meets West   
 

And yes, we are back at Western Springs for this monthly meeting as well, which by the way is the 
last one for this year, and the last one in this hall. 
  
This month our guest speaker is Philip Zhou. 
Many of you will know Philip from our shows – either exhibiting or selling his passion, Chinese 
Cymbidiums.  
Not only is he a keen grower of the Chinese Cymbidium species, but Philip has also been breeding 
these onto other Cymbidiums.  
Tonight he will talk about what he has been doing with his breeding, in particular, breeding between 
these Chinese Cymbidiums (such as sinense, goeringii and ensifolium), and the more well-known 
standard Cymbidiums we have been familiar with for many years. 
 

  +   =? 

Philip is trying to improve colour, size and shape, as well as retain the scent that is often prevalent 
in the species flower, but not in the hybrids.  
Come along on Wednesday and find out how Philip is going, and where his breeding will likely be 
going in the future.  
 
Please note: although no longer mandatory, the Auckland Council advises that the wearing of 
masks is still recommended while inside their buildings. 
 

The New Zealand Orchid 

Society Inc. 
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Notes from the President 
 
A big thank you to Dennis Chuah for his talk on photographing orchids. Hopefully those that 
attended got some valuable information from it and will now be keen to snap away. 
Last weekend I attended the North Shore Orchid Society’s “Sarc” show, as it came to be know. The 
tradition for this show goes back to the days where there was an ANOS group that used to have a 
show around this time. At one time this show would have been filled pretty much by just 
Sarcochilus, but whether it was the warm winter we had, which had many flowering early, or 
whether it was because less people are growing them, they did not dominate the show as in the 
past. However, there were a number of other well flowered plants on show as well that were worth 
viewing, so I hope you all had a chance to go and see it.  
And in some sad news, for older members who will no doubt remember them, two of our past 
members passed away recently - Bill (Farnie) Johnson, who with wife Barbara moved to Whangarei 
some years ago, and also Jean Main, wife of Brian Main who himself passed away only a short 
while back. 
Our condolences goes out to their families.  
This month we have as our guest speaker, Philip Zhou, a keen grower of Chinese Cymbidiums. He 
has now expanded out and done a number of hybrids with these orchids.  
Find out what Philip has managed to achieve in his talk this month.  
Note: this will be our last meeting for the year, yes, Christmas seems to be getting very close!  
We do plan to have a pre-Christmas get-together, more details to come on this separately.  
Hope to see you all at the next meeting.  
 
Noel 

 

Report from the October Meeting 

 
Dennis Chuah gave us a valuable insight into how to get the best photos you can, of what hopefully 
is your favourite subject, orchids.  
Because there are a number of different types of cameras available now – from old film SLR’s 
(which have had a bit of a revival), to compact digital, cropped-sensor digital SLR, full-frame digital 
SLR, and the newest, mirrorless digitals, there was a lot to cover.  
Bottom line though, if you don’t have your camera with you, you won’t be taking any pictures! 
There is a saying in the photographic world, the best camera you can have, is the one you have with 
you at the time. Make sure you take it and use it. 
Dennis covered all of the most important areas, from exposure to lighting, as well as an explanation 
of depth-of-field, very important when dealing with most orchids, as they are invariably not flat, so 
good depth-of-field is necessary to get the whole of the flower in focus.  
If you have one, use a macro lens on your SLR, they are designed to close focus, and being a fixed 
lens (not a zoom), will provide you with the best result. 
If you can, try to take your photos using daylight, which may require finding a quiet place away from 
any draughts, and also away from any strong direct sunlight.  
A tripod will be needed to keep the camera steady as shutter speeds are likely going to be slow to 
compensate for stopping the lens down to gain the required depth-of-field.  
A good item to have is a cable release (or some cameras use an infrared remote, or your 
smartphone now), which will eliminate the movement of the camera on a tripod when you press the 
shutter release. And you will be surprised how much it does move when you are photographing 
things up close.  
Don’t have a cable or remote release? You can use the camera’s build in self-timer to achieve this 
as well.  
 
So, what was wrong with the pictures that Dennis supplied for the last newsletter that formed part of 
his talk?  
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Lip out of focus    Under exposed   Flower on an angle 

 
Thanks Dennis for an informative talk.  
 
With that extra knowledge that you should now have, it should assist you with a new challenge that 
the NZOS has devised – see details later in the newsletter.  
 
Plants on display at our meeting:  
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Plants on display compiled by Noel Townsley 
 
Richard Legg  

Den. Red Emperor ‘Prince’       1st = 

Paph, Rosy Dawn        1st = 
G &M Poffley 

 Cym. unknown 

 Onc. Christmas Star ‘Rachael’ 
 Phal. japonica 

 C. Lindy-Lou (Sierra Doll x Circle of Life) 
 C. mossiae ‘semi-alba’ 

 Aerides (no longer Ascdm.) rubescens 
 Phal. Kung’s Green Star 

 Rlc. California Coronation 

 Den. Hohemi  *  (could this be Hohoemi which does exist?) 

  

*= no such name found  

 

NZOS Members Photographic Competition 
 

Following on from Dennis’s talk, we have decided to have a photographic 
competition, which will run from now until the end of October 2023. 
That will give you a number of shows that you can attend in the meantime to 
gather photographs from, as well as from your own plants that will hopefully 
flower over the coming months.  
There will be a maximum of 3 photographs that can be submitted from each 
NZOS member, the only criteria is that the photograph’s subject must be an 
orchid (can be a single flower or a flower spike), or a number of orchids 
together.  
Whilst you can submit them to me at any time, I would suggest just hang onto 
them and submit them to me closer to the deadline, just in case you 
subsequently take a better one.  
I will remind you closer to the time so you don’t miss out.  
There will be a prize for the best photograph, possibly a chocolate fish, or it is 
even possible there could be something more substantial.  

Although he doesn’t know it yet, I am hoping that Dennis will be our judge for the competition.  
So, start taking your photos now! 



New Zealand Orchid Society  October 2022 

 

Page 5 

 

Coming up 75 Years 
 

Next year is the 75th anniversary of the formation of the New Zealand 
Orchid Society, so we are going to have a celebratory evening to 
commemorate this occasion. This will be in association with the 
Autumn Show. 
Remember, if you have some old memorabilia from the past, 
make sure you keep this and bring along on the Friday evening 
next May.  
In the meantime, I will continue to put some items into this and 
upcoming newsletters, about influential people, and past events that 
the NZOS has been involved with.  
This might bring back some memories for older members, and give 
newer members an idea of who has made contributions to the club, 

and what we have done in the past, going back to our start in 1948.  
Here are photos of members from the time of the New Zealand Orchid Society’s early years, some 
of whom have donated trophies, or had trophies named after them.  
 

      
Albert Blackmore    Eric Wright  

 
 

      
Des Leahy    Frank Brljevich 
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2022/2023 FUTURE PROGRAMME AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

Please note, thanks to the Auckland Council’s booking system there are a number of 

changes of venue this year, as well as in 2023.  

16 November 2022 - NZOS Meeting Night – Western Springs Garden Community Hall 
   Philip Zhou – ‘East Meets West’ 
 
14-16 January 2023 – Taranaki Summer Show – New Plymouth 
 
28 January 2023 – Orchid Fair – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 
15 February 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall (subject to change) 
 
15 March 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 
19 April 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 
12 May 2023 – NZOS 75th Year Celebrations (for members) – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 
11-13 May 2023 NZOS Autumn Show – Mt Albert War Memorial Hall 
 
17 May 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night - Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 
 
21 June 2023 - NZOS Meeting Night – Mt Albert Senior Citizens Hall 

 

Taranaki Summer Show 
 
If anyone is interesting in going to the show in January, or more particularly, if you want to register 
for the weekend, and you don’t have the forms already, let me know and I can email them to you. 
Price is $40 to register ($35 if you register before 31 Dec), and $40 for the dinner on Saturday. 
Here is the proposed program:  
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Membership renewal 

 
A reminder, there are still a few members who have not renewed their membership yet, so now is 
the time to renew your membership for the 2022/23 financial year.  
Make sure you don’t miss out on your newsletters and being kept informed on all things orchid.  
Payment of $30 should be made to our bank account: 06-0115-0179194-00 
 

 
 

 


